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The History of Hollywood and Movies

Hollywood is a neighborhood in Los Angeles, California, USA that is known as the
center of the American film industry. The history of Hollywood and movies is a
fascinating story of creativity, technology, and cultural influence.

In the early 20th century, the film industry was centered on the east coast of the
United States, particularly in New York City. However, the mild climate and abundant
sunlight in California made it an ideal location for making movies. In 1913, the first
major film studio, Universal Pictures, was established in Hollywood. Soon, other
studios followed, including Warner Bros., MGM, and Paramount.

The first feature-length motion picture, called "The Birth of a Nation," was shown in
1915. This movie was controversial because it depicted the Ku Klux Klan in a positive
light, but it was also groundbreaking in terms of its use of camera techniques and
storytelling.

During the 1920s and 1930s, Hollywood became known as the center of the film
industry, with the major studios producing hundreds of movies every year. The
"Golden Age" of Hollywood in the 1930s and 1940s featured famous actors and
actresses such as Clark Gable, Marilyn Monroe, and Humphrey Bogart. Hollywood
movies became famous around the world, with people from different countries
watching and enjoying them.

In the latter half of the 20th century, Hollywood continued to evolve with the advent of
television and the rise of independent cinema. In recent years, the film industry has
been disrupted by new technologies such as streaming services and online platforms.
Nevertheless, Hollywood remains a symbol of creativity and glamour, with its movies
continuing to captivate audiences around the world.

Vocabulary:

film industry - the business of making and distributing movies

studio - a building or complex where movies are made

groundbreaking - innovative or pioneering

storytelling - the art of telling a story in a compelling way

evolve - to change and develop over time

independent cinema - movies made outside of the major studio system
captivate - to hold the attention of someone
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Comprehension Questions:

Where is Hollywood located?

When did Hollywood become the center of the American film industry?

What is the name of the first feature-length motion picture that was shown in 1915?
Who were some of the famous actors and actresses from Hollywood's "Golden Age" in
the 1930s and 1940s?

What impact did Hollywood movies have on world culture?

Lesson Plan: The History of Hollywood and Movies

Warm-up activity (5 minutes):

Start the class by asking the students if they enjoy watching movies and what their
favorite movies are. Write some of their responses on the board.

Introduction (10 minutes):

Introduce the topic of the history of Hollywood and movies. Explain that Hollywood is a
neighborhood in Los Angeles, California, USA that is known as the center of the
American film industry. Tell the students that the history of Hollywood and movies is a
fascinating story of creativity, technology, and cultural influence.

Reading activity (15 minutes):

Distribute the handout on the history of Hollywood and movies. Ask the students to
read it silently, highlighting any unfamiliar words or phrases.

Comprehension questions (10 minutes):

After the students have finished reading, ask the comprehension questions (above) to
check their understanding:
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Discussion points (20 minutes):

After the comprehension questions, ask the students to discuss the following points in
small groups:

What do you think are some of the reasons why Hollywood became so successful in
the film industry?

Who are some of your favorite actors and actresses from Hollywood movies?

Do you think that Hollywood movies have had a positive or negative impact on world
culture? Why or why not?

How has the film industry changed in recent years, with the rise of streaming services
and online platforms?

Wrap-up activity (5 minutes):
Bring the class back together and ask some of the groups to share their answers to
the discussion points. Recap the main points of the lesson, and ask the students if

they learned anything new about the history of Hollywood and movies.

Homework (optional):

As an optional homework assignment, ask the students to watch a Hollywood movie
and write a short review or summary of it, highlighting their favorite parts and why they
enjoyed it.




